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Our expertise in 

supporting the further 

and higher education 

sectors



● Colleges and universities are amongst the 

world’s most innovative, exciting and important 

institutions. Our education practice is at the heart 

of our firm and we are proud to advise some of 

the leading institutions in the world. We have a 

deep understanding of the way they work, and 

their legal needs. 

● As a global firm, we have particular expertise in 

advising on international programmes, and 

supporting further and higher education 

institutions on all their legal needs, whether in 

one or multiple jurisdictions.

Supporting further and 

higher education institutions
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Withers is a leading law firm in the education 

sector, providing one-stop solutions to our 

clients. 
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Governance matters

● Day-to-day governance and other 

matters, including governance reviews 

and amendments to governing 

documents

● Charity law requirements, including 

constitutional advice and reporting 

serious incidents

● Trading and tax, including the 

establishment of trading subsidiaries 

and associated governance

● Safeguarding advice

● Policies and procedures

● Engagements with the Office for 

Students, DfE and other regulators

How we can help you 

Our team is here to support you with all matters you may 

encounter, including:

Crisis management

● Dispute resolution including mediation 

and complaints handling (including in 

relation to discrimination)

● Judicial reviews and challenging 

regulatory decisions

● Independent reviews, whether in respect 

of safeguarding, employment, criminal or 

other matters (see section below)

● Media handling and reputation 

management

● Employment disputes and other 

contentious HR matters
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Commercial and other matters

● Public procurement obligations

● Commercial contracts

● Intellectual property including trade 

mark protection and exploitation 

● Data protection and Freedom of 

Information advice, including disputes 

and Subject Access Requests

● Property law matters including 

development and management advice

● Immigration law advice 

● Employment, pensions and HR advice

How we can help you 

Our team is here to support you with all matters you may 

encounter, including:

Major projects

● Establishing new higher and further education 

institutions including universities in the UK and 

internationally 

● Venture capital investments in areas such as 

technology and life sciences

● Transactions and restructuring, including 

mergers, sales and acquisitions

● Construction law advice on property 

development

Fundraising 

● Working with professional fundraisers, 

sponsors and other commercial organisations

● Advising on alumni and philanthropic 

development initiatives and the structuring of 

major donations

● Legacy administration (contentious and non-

contentious)



● When universities and colleges find themselves the 

target of allegations, often made publicly, they face 

complex challenges - ensuring that their students 

and staff are safe, and reassuring the wider 

community (including protecting their reputation), 

whilst, all the time, continuing the delivery of their 

core educational provision.

● To help address these challenges, institutions are 

increasingly looking to authoritative, independent 

reviewers to scrutinise and advise on their 

arrangements. At Withers, we have specialists in 

the key areas needed to conduct such reviews, and 

we are ready and able to assist.

● For further information on why an independent 

review is important, our team and our expertise, 

please click here. 

Independent Reviews
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Allegations of peer-on-peer abuse, bullying and 

harassment, and other safeguarding issues 

continue to loom large in the education sector.

https://marketing.withersworldwide.com/reaction/emsdocuments/Withers Independent Reviews for schools colleges and universities - May ....pdf


Our experience
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Large 

London-

based 

educational 

institution

Leading 

London 

university

Glaia Ltd

Our experience

Elasmogen

A global 

for-profit 

education 

group

Syracuse 

University

which was facing a campaign of 

defamatory allegations.

on the refurbishment of a listed 

building on the university's central 

London campus to provide a new 

law school, and advising the same 

university on construction and 

procurement matters associated with 

the further redevelopment of the 

same campus.

a spin-out from Bristol 

University which develops 

nanotechnology-based 

solutions for sustainable 

agriculture. 

on corporate and commercial 

matters relating to its spin-out 

from the University of Aberdeen.

on its acquisition of a leading UK 

university. This included establishing a 

new company to run the university and 

applying for that company to be 

registered with the Office for Students, 

awarded university title and degree 

awarding powers. We continue to 

advise the university itself on a number 

of matters following completion of the 

deal.

on its partnership program with an 

international university and on 

immigration and educational rules 

governing student exchanges.

Advising those in the further and higher education sectors on all of their legal needs. 
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St Andrew 

Angels

Oxford 

University 

institution

International 

education 

charity

Our experience

Global 

education 

group

Georgetown 

University

King Abdullah 

University of 

Science and 

Technology 

(KAUST) 

a business angel investment 

syndicate, on their investments 

into companies with a 

connection with the University 

of St Andrews.

on the potential creation of a 

new Permanent Private Hall 

within Oxford University.

on a cross-border 

whistleblowing investigation 

into bullying and harassment 

allegations against members of 

senior management.

on the acquisition of a 

specialist music and performing 

arts further and higher 

education institution and future 

plans for the institution post-

acquisition.

on a range of issues relating to 

its two UK affiliates including 

immigration, data protection 

and structuring advice in 

relation to the Transnational 

Centre for Legal Studies. 

in relation to various matters 

including investment rounds.

Advising those in the further and higher education sectors on all of their legal needs. 
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A leading 

London 

University

A leading 

American 

University

French 

University

Our experience

Keapstone

Therapeutics 

Ltd

Several 

university 

tech 

accelerators

Ground 

breaking 

post-

graduate 

college

on a new phase of student 

accommodation, including new 

build elements, renovation of a 

listed student block, and 

design/installation of a 

combined heat and power 

facility to service the site. 

to renew its sponsor licence in 

order to enable the continued 

sponsorship of study abroad 

programs in the UK. 

on the registration of its French 

supporting foundation as a 

charity in the UK for tax 

purposes under the Finance Act 

2010.

a world-first type of partnership 

between a leading medical 

charity and a UK University.

and commercialisation vehicles 

including Imperial Innovations 

(Imperial College London), 

Oxford Foundry (Oxford 

University), Entrepreneur First, 

Seedcamp, Medovate and 

Panacea Ventures. 

on establishing a college 

specialising in architecture, 

including providing student and 

employee contracts, policies 

and handbooks. 

Advising those in the further and higher education sectors on all of their legal needs. 



Tremendous support over the last number of 

years and [Withers] has provided essential 

and timely advice to our organisation as we 

continue to grow.
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Our team
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Our dedicated team

Chris Priestley

Partner | London

Charities and education

chris.priestley@withersworldwide.com

Philip Reed

Partner | London

Charities and education

philip.reed@withersworldwide.com

Alison Paines

Partner | London

Charities and education

alison.paines@withersworldwide.com

Paul Hewitt

Partner | London

Disputes, legacies, contentious 
trusts and estates

paul.hewitt@withersworldwide.com

Jeremy Wakeham

Partner | London

Real estate 

jeremy.wakeham@withersworldwide.com

Advising those operating in the further and higher education sectors across the UK.

Alana Petraske

Partner | New York

Charities and education

alana.petraske@withersworldwide.com

https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/chris-priestley
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/chris-priestley
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/philip-reed
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/philip-reed
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/alison-paines
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/alison-paines
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/paul-hewitt
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/paul-hewitt
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/jeremy-wakeham
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/jeremy-wakeham
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/alana-petraske
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/alana-petraske
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Our dedicated team

James Shaw

Partner | London

Withers tech 

james.shaw@withersworldwide.com

Meriel Schindler

Partner | London

Employment

meriel.schindler@withersworldwide.com

Kenneth Mullen

Partner | London

Intellectual property and data 
protection

kenneth.mullen@withersworldwide.com

Emma Flower

Senior Associate | London

Charities and education

emma.flower@withersworldwide.com

Amy Carter

Associate | London

Charities and education

amy.carter@withersworldwide.com

Advising those operating in the further and higher education sectors across the UK.

Jo Sanders

Partner | London

Reputation management and media

jo.sanders@withersworldwide.com

https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/james-shaw
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/james-shaw
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/kenneth-mullen
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/kenneth-mullen
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/emma-flower
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/emma-flower
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/amy-carter
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/amy-carter
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/meriel-schindler
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/meriel-schindler
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/jo-sanders
https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/people/jo-sanders

